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Services in September 
4th 10.00am Family Service – Memorable Teachers 

11th 5.00pm The 5ive on the Second Sunday: 

teas beforehand from 4.30pm 

18th 10.00am Family Communion 

25th 10.00am Morning Prayer 
2nd October 11.00 am HARVEST FESTIVAL SERVICE with 
special activities for children; followed by Harvest Lunch

A very full newsletter this month with many contributions about what has 

been happening over the summer as well as what is coming up as we head 

into autumn. It remains to be seen what the weather will do this September 

but summer 2022 has certainly been one of extreme heat. 

Saturday Breakfast and Prayers 8.30 – 9.45am 
Breakfast with prayer takes place on the first Saturday of the month at 

8.30am in the Tidebrook Parish Room.  

Contact David Payne at davidpayne07@gmail.com or tel 01892 783731 

Tidebrook’s Portable Defibrillator 
There is a public access portable defibrillator on the wall just inside the 

church porch. The door to the porch is unlocked 24 hours a day. This device 

gives a high energy electric shock to the heart of someone who is in cardiac 

arrest. This high energy shock is called defibrillation; it’s an essential part in 

trying to save the life of someone who is in cardiac arrest. The sooner it is 

used the more likely the patient will survive. The device gives recorded 

instructions on how to use it while you await the arrival of an ambulance. 

The defibrillator was purchased for the community by Tidebrook church.  

David Payne and Beverley Boylan, Churchwardens  
Harvest Festival – 11.00am Sunday 2nd October 
We are looking forward to celebrating Harvest Festival on 2nd October. 

The Harvest Festival Service will be held at 11.00am, followed by a 

‘Ploughmans’ Lunch. All are most welcome. If you’re unable to be at the 

service, do join us for the lunch, with drinks being served from 12.00 noon. 

It would help with catering if you could let us know you expect to come – 

sean.boylan@btopenworld.com or tel. 782332. Donations will be invited 

towards the costs with any surplus going towards helping refugees. 

Visit of Archbishop Sixbert and Clotilde from Burundi  
On July 24th, Tidebrook church was the venue for a ‘Three-as-One’ service, 

when the three parishes of Wadhurst, Stonegate and Tidebrook worship 

together. We were delighted to welcome Archbishop Sixbert and Clotilde from 

Burundi, who were visiting for the Lambeth Conference (a gathering of 

leaders from the worldwide Anglican Communion). He shared the importance 

of God’s mission in the world to bring healing and reconciliation; particularly 

in Burundi, where there have been repeated cycles of ethnic violence. In a 

world where there is so much division, the African church has much to teach 

us on our interdependence and need for one another, which is expressed in the 

African concept of Ubuntu – “I am because you are”. During his visit he 

shared news of the Secondary School at Buye – there are still many needs at 

the school but the computer which was donated by the students at Uplands 

Community College nearly 10 years ago is still working well. The visit 

provided the opportunity of discussing how we can strengthen our links with 

Buye diocese. More news on the Wadhurst-Burundi Link can be seen on the 

new website for our three parishes: www.wadhurstchurches.org 

Steve Stordy

Nature Notes 
Thanks to Vernon Vane who wrote these observations for us in mid July.  
The wild flowers are making a great show near me, a field which is grazed 

hard by the sheep has large patches of red and white clover together with 

bird’s foot trefoil, both are only two inches high and make a mat of colour. I 

don’t really think of brambles as wild flowers but at the moment they are 

trying to make a show and if we get rain at the right moment a crop of 

berries to restock my freezer.  

Vernon Vane

A thank you from Edna 
A big “thank you” to the whole benefice of Wadhurst, Tidebrook and 

Stonegate for such heartfelt good wishes for my 90th birthday on 25th 

July… two cards with about 40 signatures!! lots of whom I have known for 

a long time, plus a beautiful white orchid. The church community has been 

a big part of my life since I arrived in the area in 1965. 

Edna Purton



The Nature in Tidebrook photographic exhibition - 
thank you!  
Many thanks to those who responded to requests in the Tidebrook 

Newsletter for photographs on the theme ‘Nature in Tidebrook’. We were 

able to display more than 150 beautiful photographs in the church and 

Parish Room over the weekend of 2nd and 3rd July. These included 

photographs of wildflowers, garden flowers, farm animals, pets, wild life, 

insects, trees, birds and views. It was a wonderful show of nature in 

Tidebrook. The photo exhibition comprised part of our Eco Church project, 

drawing attention to the value of nature in our area - as well as of course 

giving a great deal of pleasure.  

Betty Payne  
To wander round this exhibition was the very best next thing to taking a 

walk in the beautiful countryside round here, which not everyone can 

manage. It was intriguing to see what had caught the photographers’ 

attention and demonstrated how greatly they appreciate living in this area – 

a place of truly outstanding natural beauty (and not just an AONB).  

The way the exhibition was arranged demonstrated all four seasons, each 

inspiring atmospheric shots. For instance the icy scenes of winter were 

vividly portrayed - a close up of icicles was very imaginative, and 

contrasted well with idyllic scenes of sunny, flowery gardens which 

highlighted the beauty of local landscapes and buildings. The close-ups of 

spring flowers were very beautiful and autumn inspired evocative shots of a 

misty sunset and the rich autumnal hues of churchyard trees.  

The extracts of nature notes by Vernon Vane displayed alongside the photos 

added information in a human and sometimes humorous way. This was an 

exhibition to savour.  

Thank you to Betty and David Payne for all their hard and skilled work in 

mounting and arranging the photographs and to everyone who contributed 

to making this such a very enjoyable experience and a very special 

affirmation of Tidebrook’s beautiful surroundings. 

 Diana Ford 

Planting a grove of native trees 
We were sad to have to fell the two cedar trees beside the church parking 

area. One tree was in danger of shedding its dead boughs and the other tree 

was dying. Having listened to several people with experience of trees, we 

decided it was prudent to fell both trees together into the area which had 

been invaded by laurels. This presented the opportunity to clear the laurels, 

which inhibit plant diversity, and plant a grove of native trees in their place. 

We expect to start work on this in the autumn. We would be pleased to hear 

from anyone who is interested to help with this project. 

Churchwardens: David Payne 01892 783731, 
davidpayne07@googlemail.com and Beverley Boylan 01892 782332, 

sean.boylan@btopenworld.com

Eco Church (and Eco-Tips) 
Tidebrook Church is participating in a scheme to show care for God’s earth 

in different areas of our life and work. Broadly speaking the aim is to work 

together to care for creation around us and to reduce waste and our carbon 

footprint as far as possible. We are privileged to have a beautiful 

churchyard (not only for graves and memorials, but as a green space for 

community events). The churchyard includes the woodland and stream, and 

wildlife, and we are managing this for conservation.  

An online Eco Survey has been completed and depending on the points 

collected the church will be awarded ‘bronze’, ‘silver’ or ‘gold’ levels. 

The survey covers five key areas of church life: community and global 
engagement; lifestyle; management of church buildings; management of 
church land; worship and teaching. 

It is encouraging that we have already achieved Gold Level for Worship 

and Teaching and Silver Level for Management of Church Land.  

At the last meeting of the Eco Church group, we reviewed our progress and 

discussed the different options for heating the church without using oil. No 

easy challenge but we are seeking advice and carrying out a feasibility study.  

As we have appreciated in the recent drought, there is an urgent need to reduce 

global warming and our individual carbon footprint. We will be sharing 

progress in future newsletters as well as some Eco-Tips on reducing our 

carbon footprint and improving bio-diversity in our beautiful landscape.  

We would welcome more ideas and to share news of what you  
are doing personally; please write to Steve Stordy (member of the  

Eco Church Group) email: whatsonintidebrook@gmail.com

Newsletter information and deadline 
The Newsletter is for all of Tidebrook to share local news and information.  

Deadline for the October issue is Saturday 10th September (much earlier 
than usual due to other commitments of the Editors). 
Rosie Pearson, 01892 784802 or email: rosie@hucksters.co.uk 



The Nature in Tidebrook photographic exhibition - 
thank you!  
Many thanks to those who responded to requests in the Tidebrook 

Newsletter for photographs on the theme ‘Nature in Tidebrook’. We were 

able to display more than 150 beautiful photographs in the church and 

Parish Room over the weekend of 2nd and 3rd July. These included 

photographs of wildflowers, garden flowers, farm animals, pets, wild life, 

insects, trees, birds and views. It was a wonderful show of nature in 

Tidebrook. The photo exhibition comprised part of our Eco Church project, 

drawing attention to the value of nature in our area - as well as of course 

giving a great deal of pleasure.  

Betty Payne  
To wander round this exhibition was the very best next thing to taking a 

walk in the beautiful countryside round here, which not everyone can 

manage. It was intriguing to see what had caught the photographers’ 

attention and demonstrated how greatly they appreciate living in this area – 

a place of truly outstanding natural beauty (and not just an AONB).  

The way the exhibition was arranged demonstrated all four seasons, each 

inspiring atmospheric shots. For instance the icy scenes of winter were 

vividly portrayed - a close up of icicles was very imaginative, and 

contrasted well with idyllic scenes of sunny, flowery gardens which 

highlighted the beauty of local landscapes and buildings. The close-ups of 

spring flowers were very beautiful and autumn inspired evocative shots of a 

misty sunset and the rich autumnal hues of churchyard trees.  

The extracts of nature notes by Vernon Vane displayed alongside the photos 

added information in a human and sometimes humorous way. This was an 

exhibition to savour.  

Thank you to Betty and David Payne for all their hard and skilled work in 

mounting and arranging the photographs and to everyone who contributed 

to making this such a very enjoyable experience and a very special 

affirmation of Tidebrook’s beautiful surroundings. 

 Diana Ford 

Planting a grove of native trees 
We were sad to have to fell the two cedar trees beside the church parking 

area. One tree was in danger of shedding its dead boughs and the other tree 

was dying. Having listened to several people with experience of trees, we 

decided it was prudent to fell both trees together into the area which had 

been invaded by laurels. This presented the opportunity to clear the laurels, 

which inhibit plant diversity, and plant a grove of native trees in their place. 

We expect to start work on this in the autumn. We would be pleased to hear 

from anyone who is interested to help with this project. 

Churchwardens: David Payne 01892 783731, 
davidpayne07@googlemail.com and Beverley Boylan 01892 782332, 

sean.boylan@btopenworld.com

Eco Church (and Eco-Tips) 
Tidebrook Church is participating in a scheme to show care for God’s earth 

in different areas of our life and work. Broadly speaking the aim is to work 

together to care for creation around us and to reduce waste and our carbon 

footprint as far as possible. We are privileged to have a beautiful 

churchyard (not only for graves and memorials, but as a green space for 

community events). The churchyard includes the woodland and stream, and 

wildlife, and we are managing this for conservation.  

An online Eco Survey has been completed and depending on the points 

collected the church will be awarded ‘bronze’, ‘silver’ or ‘gold’ levels. 

The survey covers five key areas of church life: community and global 
engagement; lifestyle; management of church buildings; management of 
church land; worship and teaching. 

It is encouraging that we have already achieved Gold Level for Worship 

and Teaching and Silver Level for Management of Church Land.  

At the last meeting of the Eco Church group, we reviewed our progress and 

discussed the different options for heating the church without using oil. No 

easy challenge but we are seeking advice and carrying out a feasibility study.  

As we have appreciated in the recent drought, there is an urgent need to reduce 

global warming and our individual carbon footprint. We will be sharing 

progress in future newsletters as well as some Eco-Tips on reducing our 

carbon footprint and improving bio-diversity in our beautiful landscape.  

We would welcome more ideas and to share news of what you  
are doing personally; please write to Steve Stordy (member of the  

Eco Church Group) email: whatsonintidebrook@gmail.com

Newsletter information and deadline 
The Newsletter is for all of Tidebrook to share local news and information.  

Deadline for the October issue is Saturday 10th September (much earlier 
than usual due to other commitments of the Editors). 
Rosie Pearson, 01892 784802 or email: rosie@hucksters.co.uk 



TIDEBROOK 
NEWSLETTER 
September 2022

Services in September 
4th 10.00am Family Service – Memorable Teachers 

11th 5.00pm The 5ive on the Second Sunday: 

teas beforehand from 4.30pm 

18th 10.00am Family Communion 

25th 10.00am Morning Prayer 
2nd October 11.00 am HARVEST FESTIVAL SERVICE with 
special activities for children; followed by Harvest Lunch

A very full newsletter this month with many contributions about what has 

been happening over the summer as well as what is coming up as we head 

into autumn. It remains to be seen what the weather will do this September 

but summer 2022 has certainly been one of extreme heat. 

Saturday Breakfast and Prayers 8.30 – 9.45am 
Breakfast with prayer takes place on the first Saturday of the month at 

8.30am in the Tidebrook Parish Room.  

Contact David Payne at davidpayne07@gmail.com or tel 01892 783731 

Tidebrook’s Portable Defibrillator 
There is a public access portable defibrillator on the wall just inside the 

church porch. The door to the porch is unlocked 24 hours a day. This device 

gives a high energy electric shock to the heart of someone who is in cardiac 

arrest. This high energy shock is called defibrillation; it’s an essential part in 

trying to save the life of someone who is in cardiac arrest. The sooner it is 

used the more likely the patient will survive. The device gives recorded 

instructions on how to use it while you await the arrival of an ambulance. 

The defibrillator was purchased for the community by Tidebrook church.  

David Payne and Beverley Boylan, Churchwardens  
Harvest Festival – 11.00am Sunday 2nd October 
We are looking forward to celebrating Harvest Festival on 2nd October. 

The Harvest Festival Service will be held at 11.00am, followed by a 

‘Ploughmans’ Lunch. All are most welcome. If you’re unable to be at the 

service, do join us for the lunch, with drinks being served from 12.00 noon. 

It would help with catering if you could let us know you expect to come – 

sean.boylan@btopenworld.com or tel. 782332. Donations will be invited 

towards the costs with any surplus going towards helping refugees. 

Visit of Archbishop Sixbert and Clotilde from Burundi  
On July 24th, Tidebrook church was the venue for a ‘Three-as-One’ service, 

when the three parishes of Wadhurst, Stonegate and Tidebrook worship 

together. We were delighted to welcome Archbishop Sixbert and Clotilde from 

Burundi, who were visiting for the Lambeth Conference (a gathering of 

leaders from the worldwide Anglican Communion). He shared the importance 

of God’s mission in the world to bring healing and reconciliation; particularly 

in Burundi, where there have been repeated cycles of ethnic violence. In a 

world where there is so much division, the African church has much to teach 

us on our interdependence and need for one another, which is expressed in the 

African concept of Ubuntu – “I am because you are”. During his visit he 

shared news of the Secondary School at Buye – there are still many needs at 

the school but the computer which was donated by the students at Uplands 

Community College nearly 10 years ago is still working well. The visit 

provided the opportunity of discussing how we can strengthen our links with 

Buye diocese. More news on the Wadhurst-Burundi Link can be seen on the 

new website for our three parishes: www.wadhurstchurches.org 

Steve Stordy

Nature Notes 
Thanks to Vernon Vane who wrote these observations for us in mid July.  
The wild flowers are making a great show near me, a field which is grazed 

hard by the sheep has large patches of red and white clover together with 

bird’s foot trefoil, both are only two inches high and make a mat of colour. I 

don’t really think of brambles as wild flowers but at the moment they are 

trying to make a show and if we get rain at the right moment a crop of 

berries to restock my freezer.  

Vernon Vane

A thank you from Edna 
A big “thank you” to the whole benefice of Wadhurst, Tidebrook and 

Stonegate for such heartfelt good wishes for my 90th birthday on 25th 

July… two cards with about 40 signatures!! lots of whom I have known for 

a long time, plus a beautiful white orchid. The church community has been 

a big part of my life since I arrived in the area in 1965. 

Edna Purton




